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 News Release  
 

Eversource Assessing and Removing Storm-Damaged Trees  

Across Connecticut 

 Energy company urges customers to survey trees on their property; encourages 

collaboration to address hazardous trees that threaten electric lines 
 

BERLIN, Conn. (September 14, 2020) – As Eversource continues to remove stormed-damaged trees 

and branches following last month’s powerful storms, the energy company urges customers to inspect 

trees on their own property that could pose a risk to the electric system and to support the energy 

company’s tree-trimming and hazard tree removal program. More than 10,000 trees toppled during 

Tropical Storm Isaias and the late-August microburst in Branford and surrounding communities. Since 

those violent storms, Eversource has identified and removed hundreds of additional storm-damaged trees 

that threatened electric reliability.   

 

“Trees are the number one cause of power outages and removing these trees is critical, especially with 

fierce storms happening more frequently. Roughly 60% of Connecticut’s landscape is forested, with many 

large, mature trees located over or near power lines,” said Eversource Vegetation Management Manager 

Alan Carey. “We trim and remove hazardous trees every day along state and local roads and can’t stress 

enough the importance of communities and customers working collaboratively with us to support these 

efforts so we can reduce the number of tree-related power outages in future storms.”  

 

 
 

Customers’ restoration time after a storm is greatly impacted by the extensive tree-clearing required 

before Eversource can repair the electric system and restore power to customers. Downed trees blocking 

roads also create increased public safety risks for fire, police and other first responders. The recent fierce 

storms that carved paths of destruction across the state damaged not only dead and diseased trees, but also 

brought down mature, healthy trees with full-leaf canopies. Eversource continues to make investments in 
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the electric system to strengthen it to be more resilient to the region’s changing weather. Despite those 

efforts, the electric grid is not built to withstand the impacts of massive, mature trees falling on it.  

This year alone, the energy company is spending $83 million trimming branches and removing hazardous 

trees along 4,200 miles of roads across Connecticut as part of its robust vegetation management program. 

“Our vegetation management program is a thoughtful plan that balances the needs of reliable service to 

our customers and the natural beauty of our communities,” said Carey. “We appreciate the understanding 

of town leaders and property owners as we work together to lessen the risk of tree-caused power outages 

in future storms.” 

Click here to see how Eversource arborists identify dead or dying trees and for details on the company’s 

comprehensive vegetation management program, please visit Eversource.com.   

Eversource (NYSE: ES), celebrated as a national leader for its corporate citizenship, is the #1 energy 

company in Newsweek’s list of America’s Most Responsible Companies for 2020 and recognized as one 

of America’s Most JUST Companies and the #1 utility by Forbes and JUST Capital. Eversource transmits 

and delivers electricity to 1.25 million customers in 149 cities and towns, provides natural gas to 237,000 

customers in 74 communities, and supplies water to approximately 198,000 customers in 51 communities 

across Connecticut. Eversource harnesses the commitment of approximately 8,300 employees across 

three states to build a single, united company around the mission of safely delivering reliable energy and 

water with superior customer service. The #1 energy efficiency provider in the nation, the company is 

empowering a clean energy future in the Northeast, with nationally-recognized energy efficiency solutions 

and successful programs to integrate new clean energy resources like solar, offshore wind, electric 

vehicles and battery storage, into the electric system. For more information, please visit eversource.com, 

and follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn. For more information on our water 

services, visit aquarionwater.com. 
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