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Friend-

Below please find the Murphy office update on COVID-19. As always, if you need
assistance, please don't hesitate to contact our Hartford or Washington, D.C. offices.

Here's what you need to know today, April 16th:

e Governor Ned Lamont announced that a new software improvement at the
Connecticut Department of Labor was launched last night that will significantly
increase the speed at which unemployment claim applications can be processed.
Paired with the continued manual processing, the originally anticipated six-week
wait period will be shortened to one week or less. Since March 13, the
department received more than 350,000 applications, nearly the same amount
that it typically receives over a two-year period.

e MassMutual announced that it is providing up to $25,000 of free term life
insurance — totaling $3 billion — to frontline healthcare workers across
Massachusetts and Connecticut who are risking their lives during the COVID-19
pandemic.

o Today it was reported that the Paycheck Protection Program for small businesses
has exhausted the funding allocated under the CARES Act. Senator Murphy
wants to provide additional funding for this program and make changes so that
small businesses are able to get the funds they desperately need. As Congress
begins to craft a fourth COVID-19 relief bill, Senator Murphy supports additional
funding for small businesses, states, hospitals, first responders, and is urging his
colleagues to come together and pass a bill to continue to help the American
employees and workers.

e This week the FCC opened up grants to not-for-profit and public health care
providers to help them fund their telecommunications services and devices
necessary to provide connected care. Click here to find out more.

e Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, Senator Murphy joined 38 of his colleagues,
including Senator Blumenthal, in a letter to President Donald Trump urging him to
automatically extend work authorizations for Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) and Temporary Protected Status (TPS) recipients and other
impacted immigrants.

e Senator Murphy joined several of his Senate Demaocratic colleagues in a letter to
U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue to take immediate action to support
the nation’s dairy farmers and stabilize dairy markets amid the sharp decline
caused by COVID-19.

o Farm Credit East has created resources to help its customers and other farmers
understand the aid available through the CARES Act. You can check out their
COVID-19 Resource Hub here.


https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fportal.ct.gov%2fOffice-of-the-Governor%2fNews%2fPress-Releases%2f2020%2f04-2020%2fGovernor-Lamont-Announces-System-That-Will-Significantly-Speed-up-Unemployment-Claims&redir_log=865720272051118
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.massmutual.com%2fabout-us%2fnews-and-press-releases%2fpress-releases%2f2020%2f04%2fmassmutual-announces-3-billion-of-free-life-insurance-for-healthcare-workers-on-the-covid-19-frontline%3futm_source%3dfacebook%26utm_medium%3dsocial-org%26utm_campaign%3dtraf_brand-healthbridge%26fbclid%3dIwAR3FozP0VACfaR4qGrcXd0E3Vqw69WLqS3iFmdouxgcTdHPLu2qIMABW9uo&redir_log=00836154322362
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fcc.gov%2fcovid-19-telehealth-program-frequently-asked-questions-faqs&redir_log=17184863183560
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.murphy.senate.gov%2fnewsroom%2fpress-releases%2famid-covid-19-pandemic-murphy-blumenthal-press-president-trump-to-automatically-extend-work-authorizations-for-daca-and-tps-recipients&redir_log=028028297351329
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.murphy.senate.gov%2fnewsroom%2fpress-releases%2fmurphy-blumenthal-leahy-stabenow-urge-usda-to-take-immediate-action-to-support-dairy-farmers-&redir_log=736923087161034
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.farmcrediteast.com%2fknowledge-exchange%2fresource-hub&redir_log=623989359813440

o This week, the IRS launched a tool called “Get My Payment” where people can
track their Economic Impact Payment and enter their direct deposit information if
desired. The IRS also has a portal where people who do not normally file taxes
can enter their information to help expedite their payment. Information on both of
these programs and answers to frequently asked questions can be found at
WWw.irs.gov/eip.

e A reminder that you have until Friday, April 17th, to sign up for health insurance
through Access Health CT’s extended deadline of its special enrollment period
that was created due to the exceptional circumstances surrounding the COVID-19
pandemic. To get covered you must call 855-365-2428.

o Last week, Senator Murphy launched a campaign to thank frontline health care
workers during the pandemic. All you need to do is post a short video on
Instagram, no longer than 30 seconds, thanking a health worker using the
hashtag #CTHero and tag the senator’s official Instagram account
@SenChrisMurphy. Senator Murphy will be sharing stories submitted by
constituents throughout the week.

For information on federal coronavirus relief, including help for small businesses, direct
cash payments and more, visit murphy.senate.gov/coronavirus. This page provides
answers to frequently asked questions and gives a summary of available programs and
funding.

For the latest information about keeping you or your family safe go
to cdc.gov/coronavirus. For resources and information about Connecticut’s response
visit ct.gov/coronavirus.

I hope you found this letter helpful. You can get the latest updates on Senator Murphy's
work in the Senate by following him on Facebook and Instagram. If you have questions,

please don't hesitate to reach out to our offices in Hartford or in Washington, DC.

O © 0 ©

Washington, DC Hartford, CT
136 Hart Senate Office Building 120 Huyshope Ave, Suite 401

Washington, DC 20510 Hartford, CT 06106
Phone: (202) 224-4041 : 549-8463



https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.irs.gov%2fcoronavirus%2fget-my-payment&redir_log=908041857971328
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fwww.irs.gov%2feip&redir_log=033867250996155
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2flearn.accesshealthct.com%2f&redir_log=979524953555231
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.murphy.senate.gov%2fnewsroom%2fpress-releases%2fmurphy-launches-cthero-campaign-to-thank-frontline-health-care-workers-&redir_log=891309980885880
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.murphy.senate.gov%2fcoronavirus&redir_log=074906376462297
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2foutreach.senate.gov%2fiqextranet%2fiqClickTrk.aspx%3f%26cid%3dquorum_murphy-iq%26crop%3d15602.11635081.7525307.8809174%26report_id%3d%26redirect%3dhttps%253a%252f%252foutreach.senate.gov%252fiqextranet%252fiqClickTrk.aspx%253f%2526cid%253dquorum_murphy-iq%2526crop%253d15662QQQ10524086QQQ7476842QQQ8801637%2526report_id%253d%2526redirect%253dhttp%25253a%25252f%25252fcdc.gov%25252fcoronavirus%2526redir_log%253d17848713981189%26redir_log%3d69887175451413&redir_log=714771952342633
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2foutreach.senate.gov%2fiqextranet%2fiqClickTrk.aspx%3f%26cid%3dquorum_murphy-iq%26crop%3d15602.11635081.7525307.8809174%26report_id%3d%26redirect%3dhttps%253a%252f%252foutreach.senate.gov%252fiqextranet%252fiqClickTrk.aspx%253f%2526cid%253dquorum_murphy-iq%2526crop%253d15662QQQ10524086QQQ7476842QQQ8801637%2526report_id%253d%2526redirect%253dhttp%25253a%25252f%25252fct.gov%25252fcoronavirus%2526redir_log%253d500684919939182%26redir_log%3d919381112871410&redir_log=908217839032633
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fsenchrismurphy%2f&redir_log=610362685089286
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.instagram.com%2fsenchrismurphy%2f&redir_log=670154577216294
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fsenchrismurphy%2f&redir_log=610362685089286
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.instagram.com%2fsenchrismurphy%2f&redir_log=670154577216294
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fsenchrismurphy%2f&redir_log=767236897208273
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/iqClickTrk.aspx?&cid=quorum_murphy-iq&crop=14187.19190080.8027625.126266&report_id=&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.flickr.com%2fphotos%2fsenatormurphy%2f&redir_log=336055483327316

