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crossing of Northwest Drive north to the Farmington town line. The character of the inactive rail corridor 
includes a fl at, straight, relatively wide elevated rail bed that can easily accommodate the construction of a 
multiuse trail.  

Based on the analysis made in this phase of study, the concept of a Master Plan which combines a multiuse 
trail with a shared, signed roadway and pedestrian sidewalks or bike lanes is the most feasible design 
approach.  A key component to the success of the proposed trail Master Plan route is planned utilization 
of the inactive rail property to the north of the rail yard.  Two design workshops were held to review the 
fi ndings of the Site Investigation phase of the study.

Master Plan

A series of fi ve alternative facility routes suitable for bike and pedestrian use were developed for review.  
Alternative routes were selected to minimize, to the extent feasible, adverse environmental impacts 
and required acquisition of easements.  The alternative routes were presented to the public at a Design 
Charrete. Based on input received from the Design Charette and public planning sessions, and a thorough 
consideration of alternative trail options, the project Steering Committee provided direction regarding 
the fi nal route selection, the type of treatments, and style of the facility.  The proposed Master Plan route 
is comprised of sections of both on-road and multiuse trails where bicyclists share the road lanes with 
vehicular traffi c and pedestrian utilize sidewalks.  In that sense, when complete, the Plainville section of the 
East Coast Greenway/Farmington Canal Heritage Trail will be a trail hybrid. 

The preferred trail route from the Southington town line through the southern section utilizes Robert 
Jackson Way and leads over private land to Norton Park.  The multiuse trail will continue along the west 
perimeter of Norton Park leading to Hemingway Street and up to Broad Street.

The center section consists of on-road shared, signed trail facilities and sidewalks with the trail route leading 
users from Broad Street to Pierce Street to West Main Street, through downtown Plainville on East Main 
Street to Route 10.  In addition, two secondary routes are proposed:  the fi rst bypassing downtown and 
heading directly to Route 10 from Broad Street and the other from East Main Street to Norton Place and 
Cronk Road, thus bypassing Route 10.  

The northern section of the Master Plan route is comprised of both on-road facilities with sidewalks and 
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a multiuse trail.  The design and construction of this section is dependent upon the town’s acquisition of 
access rights to the inactive railroad portion of the Pan Am Rail property.  The northern section extends 
from the intersection of East Main Street north on Route 10 to Robert Street Extension.  Following Robert 
Street Extension the trail intersects with  Cronk Road and will proceed north as a multiuse trail to the Water 
Pollution Control Facility.    From that point, the trail is proposed to follow within the inactive railroad 
right-of-way to Northwest Drive.  Past Northwest Drive, coordination with the Town of Farmington will be 
required to determine the connection point to the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail at the town line. 

Design Elements 

The proposed trail consists of both an off-road, multiuse facility and a shared, signed, on-road option 
(“sharrows”) with pedestrian sidewalks.   The multiuse trail will consist of a 10-foot wide bituminous 
concrete paved trail with a two-foot wide soft trail that consists of stone screenings or stone dust. Access 
to parking is critical to the trail’s success.  Existing parking facilities are located at Norton Park and Town 
Hall.  Proposed parking facilities noted on the Master Plan are located at the intersection of Town Line 
Road and Robert Jackson Way, Pierce Street and Broad Street, and at Northwest Drive and Johnson Avenue.  
Proposed parking facilities will include way-fi nding stations and directional signage pointing trail users in 
the appropriate direction. Way-fi nding stations along the trail may include amenities such as an information 
kiosk, benches, bike racks, seating or accent walls, landscaping, trash receptacles, lighting, and decorative 
pavement treatments.  Other site amenities along the trail include gateways, landscaping, boardwalks/
bridges, railings, ornamental fencing, memorials, and decorative signage.  At various locations of the trail, 
informational signage will be installed to describe various historical aspects of the Linear Rails-to-Trails 
Park, the railroad, and/or the canal that previously existed.

Project Phasing 

The length of the Master Plan route is approximately 4.5 miles from the Southington line to the Farmington 
town line, of which 2.8 miles is proposed as a signed, shared roadway system (sharrows) and 1.7 miles as 
a multiuse trail facility.  Building this trail as one project will be impractical from a fi nancial and public 
support point of view, and the implementation of the trail is suited to a phased approach.  The Steering 
Committee feels that prioritizing the Northern Section as Phase 1 and the Southern section as Phase 2 the 
trail project will prove to be successful to the general public and cycling community and gain the public 
support needed to construct the on-road Center Section as Phase 3.  
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The Conceptual Opinion of Probable Construction Costs for the preferred master plan route is $6,000,000 
in 2009 costs.   Alternative route sections include another $2,900,000 in 2009 costs.  Conceptual costs 
include survey, design, bidding, regulatory permitting, construction, contingencies and full time construction 
administration.  Phasing of the project will impact costs of construction and infl ation factors will be required 
once specifi c time frames for construction are determined.   As the design process develops, the construction 
costs will be modifi ed and revised to refl ect implementation costs for the detailed designs. 
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The Farmington Canal Heritage Trail (FCRTTA-www.
farmingtoncanal.org; FVTC-www.fvgreenway.org) is 
a planned continuous multiuse trail that is envisioned 
to run from the Long Island Sound in New Haven, 
Connecticut to Northhampton, Massachusetts.  The trail 
through Connecticut generally follows the route of the 
historic Farmington Canal and is included as part of the 
East Coast Greenway, a proposed multiuse trail planned 
to connect Maine to Florida (www.greenway.org).  The 
objective of the Plainville Design Study was to create 
a Master Plan for a multiuse bicycle/pedestrian trail 
through the town of Plainville incorporating desirable 
elements of the  preferred trail route developed in the 
April 2009 “Southington – Plainville Farmington Canal 
Greenway Study” prepared by the Central Connecticut 
Regional Planning Agency (CCRPA).  

The Farmington Canal Company was chartered in 1822 by a New Haven led group seeking to take 
advantage of opportunities to compete with the Port of Hartford in a period of profound economic growth 
for the Northeastern United States.  The fi rst commercial canal boat was launched in 1828, and fi nally the 
canal was complete from New Haven to Northampton, Massachusetts a distance of 84 miles.  The short 
lived venture was unprofi table and was replaced by the new technology of the railroad.  The Canal ceased 
operation in 1848, and the New Haven and Northampton Railroad came into being in 1846.  New Haven to 
Plainville was completed in 1847 making Plainville an important junction before the railroad veered off the 
track of the Canal and around Farmington.

The rail lines themselves fell into disrepair and the bulk of passenger and rail service ceased by the late 
1980s.  The Connecticut Department of Transportation (DOT), in a far-thinking policy called rail-banking, 
bought up most of the point-to-point rail corridor that was subsequently abandoned.  In 1991, the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Effi ciency Act (ISTEA) was passed in Washington and provided states with the 
ability to use federal funds to fi nance the conversion of these corridors into multiuse “rail-trails.”  The 
Farmington Valley Trails Council (FVTC) and the Farmington Canal Rail-to-Trail Association (FCRTTA) 
were founded in this period with the goal of providing advocacy to all of the towns on the Canal route 
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in Connecticut.  Plainville became a full member of 
the FVTC in 2009.  Those early years included initial 
studies for what became the Farmington Canal Heritage 
Trail (FCHT), which was designated a Community 
Millennium Trail by the federal government in 
recognition of its special role in the communities it 
serves.  The FCHT is the Connecticut north-south spine 
of the East Coast Greenway which stretches from Key 
West, Florida to Calais, Maine.  It is a hugely successful 

linear park and multiuse trail system that has 21.4 continuous paved miles of trail from 
Red Oak Hill Road in Farmington to the Massachusetts border, and approximately 28 
paved miles from New Haven to Southington, with the largest gap consisting of the 
length of Plainville in conjunction with shorter connecting sections in the southern 
portion of Farmington and northern portion of Southington.

Connecticut is very close to having one of the premier regional multiuse rail-trails in the United States, 
linking a series of town centers.   In addition, the DOT has taken on an interest in addressing bicycling and 
walking as integral parts of our state’s transportation system.  Bicycling and walking need not be looked at 
merely as recreational activities, but as integral parts of a well balanced transportation system.  In locations 
in our region where trails have been built, commuting by bicycling has increased ten-fold.  The state has 
adopted a forward thinking responsible growth program with bicycling and walking being extremely 
important elements in such a program.  The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has 
created a “No Child Left Inside” Program.  
There is also a federal “Safe Routes to 
School Program” which advocates for 
the development of multiuse trails and 
connecting spurs to schools.  By recent 
statute, every new transportation project 
(including repaving) is now an opportunity 
to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety 
and those concerns must be addressed in 
the project planning stage.
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miles from the Southington town line north to both an active rail line running east and west and an active 
rail yard.  Because of this unique condition, coupled with constraints inherent to the roads, neighborhoods 
and development within Plainville, analyzing potential routes became a complicated and intensive process.  
This Master Plan study explored the use of both the active rail and inactive rail sections in Plainville for 
a multiuse trail. For numerous reasons documented herein, the Master Plan does not utilize the active rail 
corridor.  Use of the inactive rail section is a part of the Master Plan.   In addition, the Master Plan envisions 
a trail system that includes both independent multiuse trail sections as well as on-street components winding 
through the downtown, along major roads and through neighborhoods, with identifi able options made 
available for the trail participants along the way.  Way-fi nding stations with signage and site amenities, 
logical parking areas, trail access points, linkages to interesting sites, upgraded sidewalks, interesting 
landscaping, attractive road crossings, coordinated rail line crossings, and additional site amenities are 
strategically located to assist the trail users.   

For the purpose of this multiuse trail study, the town was organized into three distinct areas:  the southern, 
center, and northern sections.  The southern section includes land from Town Line Road north to Broad 
Street.  The center section includes land from Broad Street to West and East Main Street (State Route 
372), and the northern section includes land from Route 372 to the Farmington town line located north of 
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Northwest Drive.  Environmental components as well as key opportunities and constraints impacting routing 
selection were identifi ed in each section.  There were hopes, on the part of many of the participants in the 
trail Master Plan study, that the selected trail route would include planning for a trail adjacent to the active 
Pan Am Railroad line within the railroad right-of-way.  During the planning process, the Town of Plainville 
received verbal communication from Pan Am regarding the active and inactive sections of rail, and the 
Master Plan does incorporate use of the rail corridor that Pan Am is considering for abandonment.  It is 
anticipated at some future date that Plainville will enter into negotiations with Pan Am regarding use rights 
for the design and construction of the trail in a portion of the northern section.  Working in close concert 
with town of Plainville planning staff, the PGA, and the Plainville community, the Master Plan identifi es 
the route most suitable for the location of the trail with the objective of minimizing or eliminating the use 
of private easements and adverse environmental impacts, while providing for the enjoyment of the natural 
environment and a safe, positive experience for its users.
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Site Investigation & Data Collection

A comprehensive effort was made to understand the existing conditions for numerous potential trail routes.  
On-site observations, discussions with members of the PGA, town offi cials, local residents, and detailed 
photographic site inventories were techniques utilized during this study phase. The major components to 
the site investigation and data collection phase of the study are discussed in sequence and included the 
following:

1. Assemblage of available mapping and preparation of base maps
2. Environmental reviews
3. Field investigation and analysis
4. Discussion and research regarding the Pan Am rail right-of-way
5. Preparation of site analysis maps
6. Public meetings

3.1 Mapping

Mapping made available by the town Planning Department included assessor’s maps of the town, 
topographic maps for the town, and selected individual site plans for developments in the area of the trail.  
Valuation maps of the railroad right-of-way were obtained from Pan Am, and CT DOT right-of-way maps 
were obtained for Routes 10 and 372.  These maps were merged into a composite map for the study.  In 
addition, town wide GIS (Geographic Information Systems) color aerial maps were obtained and heavily 
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